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AghaRTA Gang Story

Nazev AghaRTA Gang vznikl tak,
Ze Cas od Casu nékdo nemohl vystoupit
nebo vypadl z programu jazzclubu
AghaRTA. Na posledni chvili jsem
shanél muzikanty a vzdy pojmenoval
kapelu timto vymluvnym nazvem.
Obdobné tomu bylo nékdy v roce 2007,
kdy nemohl Michal Zacek a ani zadny
z basist(i skupiny Rhythm Desperados
odehrat koncert. Jako zaskok jsme vzali
Stépana a Vitka a tak vznikla kapela
dnes pravidelné hrajici a slozena
z muzikantd, ktefi po mnoha letech
nasli spolecnou hudebni cestu.

S Vitkem Svecem jsme naposledy
plisobili spolecné v bighandu Transjazz
v letech 1984 — 1986. Se Stépanem
Markovi¢em jsem zacinal v roce 1982
se skupinou ESP a jedna z prvnich
skladeb, kterou jsme hrali, byla praveé
Dolphin Dance od Herbieho Hancocka.
Pfi nasich cestach s ESP jsme poznali
ostravského pianistu Borise Urbanka.
Ten mé pozval na nataceni svych
skladeb se skupinou Jazzova laborator
v roce 1983.

Nataceli jsme tehdy skladby Jezek
v kleci a Na zlatou nedéli, jejichz
znovuzrozeni najdete na tomto albu
spolu s dalSimi oblibenymi skladbami
Stépana Markovice Time Remebered,
Deception, Eiderdown, Inner Urge
a svéraznou verzi skladby Voyage.

Bonus tracky predstavuji vSechny
cleny v odliSnych hudebnich polohach.
Vitka Svece jeho skladbou Dreamer
z alba Keporkak (2004), nemiZze
chybét Stépanovo solo v krasné
baladé Isfahan z alba Veleband —
Ellington in Prague (1999), zkracena
verze skladby LuboSe Andrsta
La Bodeguita Del Medio z alba Moment
In Time (2008) a na zavér Borisovy
severgreeny® My Spanish Way
a Sundance z alba TUTU - Sundance
(1996).

Za nazev alba There Is Hope
mize nas pritel Jirka Votruba, ktery
pfimaloval tento svdj oblibeny slogan
na karikaturu vytvarenou podle
fotografie. Vérim, ze se Vam libi stejné
jako nam.

Preji Vam piijemny poslech
a dékujeme za podporu.

Michal Hejna

Stépan Markovi¢
Boris Urbanek
Vit Svec
Michal Hejna
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The AghaRTA Gang Story

The name ‘the AghaRTA Gang’ came
into being because whenever in the last
minute someone was unable to perform
at the AghaRTA jazz club, in Prague,
I had to look for substitute musicians
and always ended up giving the pick-up
group this name. Similarly, sometime in
2007, neither Michal Zacek nor any of
the bassists of the Rhythm Desperados
were able to make it to a concert, so we
invited Stépan Markovi¢ and Vitek Svec
to stand in. Thus was born the group
that has been playing regularly to this
day, comprising musicians who have
individually found a musical road over
the years in common with others.

Vitek and I last worked together
in the Transjazz big band, in 1984-86.
I began with Stépan in ESP in 1982.
One of the first compositions we played
was Herbie Hancock’s ‘Dolphin Dance’.
On the road with ESP I came to know
Boris Urbanek, a pianist from the town
of Ostrava. He invited me to record his
compositions with the his band Jazz
Laborator in 1983.

We recorded the compositions ‘Jezek
v kleci” (Hedgehog in a Cage) and ‘Na
zlatou nedéli’ (On Golden Sunday ), which,
reborn on this album, appear together
with other popular numbers by Stépan
— ‘Inner Urge, '‘Time Remembered)
‘Deception’, ‘Eiderdown’, and a distinctive
version of ‘Voyage'.

The bonus tracks present all the
members in various musical roles: Vitek’s
composition ‘Dreamer’ from the album
Keporkak (2004), Stépan's solo on the
lovely ballad ‘Isfahan’ from the Veleband
album Ellington in Prague (1999), a short
version of a Lubos Andrst composition,
‘La Bodeguita Del Medio’, from Moment
In Time (2008), and, at the end,
Boris's ‘evergreens’, ‘My Spanish Way’
and ‘Sundance’, from the Tutu album
Sundance (1996).

The name of the current album,
There Is Hope, comes from our friend
Jirka Votruba, who painted his favourite
saying onto a caricature made from
a photograph. I'm sure you'll like it as
much was we do.

Enjoy the music, and thanks for your
support!

Michal Hejna
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